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Social and Political Philosophy: 
Sex and the Political 

 
Phil 4221/5221 | GSWS 5000 

TR 12:30-1:50p, Gladfelter 441 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Description 
 
Sex (including both sexual intercourse and sexual behavior) occupies an interesting place in our 
understanding of what is personal versus what is public. Sex is seen as both something that the 
government should stay out of, and something that the government might have legitimate 
interests in regulating. By looking at the legal regulation of sex, we will try to get clearer on what 
the boundaries are between the private and the political. Topics will include: the legal regulation 
of marriage, including marriage equality and polygamy; definitions of sex, consent, and rape; 
“decency,” pornography, and prostitution; and theories of the public sphere.  
 
Instructor 
 
Lee-Ann Chae, J.D., Ph.D.: lchae@temple.edu 
 
Office Hours: TR 11a-12p, Anderson 751; and by appointment 
 
 I invite you to visit me in office hours at least once during the semester. I am happy to  
 discuss course readings and assignments, and also any issues affecting your learning in  
 the course. 
 
Course Website 
 
 Use Canvas to access course information, including readings, assignments, and  
 announcements. 
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Expectations for Learning 
 
Philosophy is hard. And it takes practice to learn how to read and write philosophy well. The 
assignments I’ve put together for this class are meant to help you become a better philosopher by 
developing your critical reading, writing, and reasoning skills. As you’re doing the readings, try 
to summarize each paper by answering the following questions: 
 

• What is the conclusion? 
• What are the premises in support of the conclusion? 
• What objections does the author consider? 
• What are the author’s replies to the objections?  

 
Once you’re clear on these points, you can evaluate each paper by asking yourself:  
 

• Are the author’s replies convincing? 
• Are there any strong objections the author has failed to consider? 
• What assumptions is the author making?  Are they reasonable? 

 
Learning the difference between summarizing and evaluating will help you to write a successful 
philosophy paper. I’ll use class time to go over the elements of writing a philosophy paper.   
 
Class Participation: Making this class a successful one will be a cooperative venture. Please be 
prepared to participate in the following ways:  
 

(1) Carefully reading the materials. Please follow my suggestions for summarizing and 
evaluating each paper before class. 
 

(2) Voicing your opinion in class. Although I will take care to present course  
materials in an unbiased way, my choice of readings and the content of my lectures 
will probably express a particular point of view. But this is just my own perspective.  
I encourage you to disagree, and to develop your own perspective. As for the 
frequency of your participation, please keep in mind that the quality of your 
participation is more important than the quantity. Quality interventions are those that 
help to further class discussion by, for example, responding to questions posed either 
by me or by classmates, clarifying an author’s argument, and providing objections to 
or support for an argument. 

 
(3) Listening well. We will be discussing some difficult and controversial  

topics in this class, and many of them may evoke strong emotions. When listening to 
an opinion you disagree with, please listen charitably. That means that before you 
respond, try to put the argument you disagree with in the best light possible. Please be 
mindful that different life experiences can influence how we interpret the world 
around us. Listening well also requires us to be aware of how much space we are 
taking up in a conversation, and so, e.g., if there are two people in a discussion group, 
each person should be listening 50% of the time. I hope you will use this class as an 
opportunity to engage in thoughtful discussion with each other.   
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Because electronic devices tend to interfere with student engagement, I ask you, as a sign of 
respect for the classroom environment, to avoid using your phones and computers during class 
time. Thanks for your cooperation.   
 
Finally, please take advantage of our time together to develop your own views on the issues.  
I hope the experience of taking this course will continue to reward you beyond the classroom, as 
you go forward with confidence in your ability to think for yourself, tempered by the intellectual 
modesty that is necessary for civility in public discourse.   
 
Grading 
 
In-class Quizzes:  20% 
Midterm Paper:  30% 
Final Paper:   50% 
    100% 
 
Quizzes: The quizzes will be given at the beginning of class, and will ask general reading 
comprehension questions (e.g., What was the author’s conclusion? What was the strongest 
objection, and what was the author’s reply?). The quizzes are meant to do three things: (1) to 
evaluate how well you are understanding the readings, (2) to prime you for the day’s discussion, 
and (3) to relieve some anxiety you may have about your grade in the class (by rewarding you 
for something you should be doing anyway – reading). Since part of the purpose of the quizzes is 
to promote class discussion, missed quizzes cannot be made up. 
 
Midterm and Final: Students will be asked to write two papers for this course, a midterm paper 
and final paper. I am happy to discuss drafts in office hours, or by appointment. 
 
A midterm paper, 5 pages in length (double-spaced), will be due online AND in class on 
Tuesday, October 8. I’ll distribute the prompts for the midterm in class, and we’ll spend some 
time in class going over any questions you may have.   
 
A final paper, 8 pages in length (double-spaced), will be due online AND in my mailbox on 
Friday, December 13 at noon. If you’d like to write a paper on a topic of your own choosing, 
that’s great! Just be sure to discuss it with me beforehand.   
 
Graduate students: Graduate students are required to write one final paper (approximately 15 
pages), due in my mailbox on Friday, December 13 at noon. I will ask graduate students to take 
the in-class quizzes, but the paper will constitute the entire grade for this course. Please discuss 
your topic with me by Thursday, November 21 (the earlier the better). 
 
Attendance: Those who have religious or cultural observances that coincide with this class, or 
with assignment due dates, should let me know by email by Thursday, September 5. If I don’t 
hear from you by then, I’ll look forward to seeing you at all class meetings, and I’ll assume that 
you plan to turn in all work on time.  
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Academic Honesty: All written work submitted for this course must be your own work.   
If you’re unsure whether or not something counts as plagiarism, please ask me. You can find 
more information about cheating, multiple submissions of assignments, and plagiarism here: 
http://bulletin.temple.edu/undergraduate/academic-policies/plagiarism-academic-cheating/. The 
Philosophy Department Plagiarism Policy mandates an “F” grade, and reporting to the Chair and 
the CLA Undergraduate Affairs Office, for plagiarized work. 
 
Accommodations 
If you need an accommodation for a disability, please let me know as soon as possible (and at 
least by the end of the second week of classes). If you haven’t done so already, please contact 
Disability Resources and Services (DRS) at 215-204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to learn more 
about the resources available to you. I will work with DRS to coordinate reasonable 
accommodations for all students with documented disabilities. 
 
Resources 
CLA Advising: https://liberalarts.temple.edu/advising 
Counseling Services: https://counseling.temple.edu 
Disability Resources and Services: https://disabilityresources.temple.edu 
CARE Team: https://careteam.temple.edu 
Student Success Center: http://www.temple.edu/class 
 
Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities 
Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The 
University has a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy 
#03.70.02) that can be accessed through the following link: 
http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02 
 
Lecture and Reading Schedule, and Assignment Due Dates 
 
UNIT 1: MARRIAGE 
 
Week 1 
08/27: Introduction 

• No reading 
 

08/29: Marriage 
• John Finnis, “Marriage: A Basic and Exigent Good” 

 
 Additional Resources: 

o Griswold v. Connecticut, 381 U.S. 479 (1965) 
o Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973) 
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Week 2 
09/03: Marriage Restrictions: LGBTQ 

• Adèle Mercier, “On the Nature of Marriage: Somerville on Same-Sex Marriage” 
 
 Optional: 

o Patrick Lee, “Marriage, Procreation, and Same-Sex Unions” (an objection to Mercier) 
o Adèle Mercier, “Mercier’s Reply to Lee” (a reply to Lee) 

 
09/05: Marriage Restrictions: LGBTQ 

• David Cruz, “Getting Sex ‘Right’: Heteronormativity and Biologism in Trans and 
Intersex Marriage Litigation and Scholarship” 
 

 Additional Resources: 
o Bowers v. Hardwick, 478 U.S. 186 (1986) 
o Lawrence v. Texas, 539 U.S. 558 (2003) 

 
Week 3 
09/10: Marriage Restrictions: Polygamy 

• Gregg Strauss, “Is Polygamy Inherently Unequal?” (Skim Section I (pp. 517-534); read 
Section II (pp. 534-544)) 
 
Optional: 

o Cheshire Calhoun, “Who’s Afraid of Polygamous Marriage? Lessons for Same-Sex 
Marriage Advocacy from the History of Polygamy” 

 
09/12: Marriage Restrictions: Equality? 

• Mary Lyndon Shanley, “Marital Slavery and Friendship: John Stuart Mill’s The 
Subjection of Women” 

 
Week 4 
09/17: State-free Marriage 

• Clare Chambers, “Against Marriage” 
 

Optional: 
o Cass Sunstein and Richard Thaler, “Privatizing Marriage” 

 
UNIT 2: DATING AND SEX 
 
09/19: Sex 

• Raja Halwani, “What is Sex?” (pp. 123-139) 
 
Optional:  

o Kristie Miller, “On the Concept of Sexual Perversion” 
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Week 5 
09/24: Sex 

• Linda LeMoncheck, “In Hot Pursuit of Sexual Liberation: Should a Woman be 
Promiscuous?” (pp. 51-61) from Loose Women, Lecherous Men: A Feminist Philosophy 
of Sex 
 

Ø Midterm topics distributed in class 
 
09/26: Consensual Sex 

• Robin West, “Sex, Law, and Consent” (esp. pp. 234-247: the sections titled “Consensual 
Sex Harms,” “Invisible Harms,” and “Conclusion”) 

 
Week 6 
10/01: Date Rape 

• Lois Pineau, “Date Rape: A Feminist Analysis” 
 
10/03: Intoxicated Consent 

• Alan Wertheimer, “Intoxicated Consent to Sexual Relations” (pp. 373-397) 
 
Week 7 
10/08: Seduction and Consent  

• No reading 
 

Optional: 
o Sarah Conly, “Seduction, Rape, and Coercion” (skip Section II, pp. 104-110) 

 
Ø MIDTERM DUE (in class and online) 

 
10/10: Rape 

• George E. Panichas, “Simple Rape and the Risks of Sex” (pp. 627-649) 
 
Week 8 
10/15: Incels 

• Amia Srinivasan, “Does Anyone Have the Right to Sex?” 
 
10/17: Sexism and Misogyny 
 Please read EITHER 

• Kate Manne, “Discriminating Sexism” (pp. 78-91; 101-105) from Down Girl  
OR 

• Kate Manne, “Ameliorating Misogyny” from Down Girl 
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UNIT 3: “DECENCY” 
 
Week 9 
10/22: Naked Bodies 

• Talia Mae Bettcher, “Full-Frontal Morality: The Naked Truth about Gender” 
 

10/24: Pornography 
• Ronald Dworkin, “Women and Pornography” 

 
Optional: 
o Catherine MacKinnon, “Sexuality, Pornography, and Method: Pleasure Under 

Patriarchy” 
 
Week 10 
10/29: Prostitution/Sex Work 

• Linda LeMoncheck, “I Only Do it for the Money” (pp. 117-135) from Loose Women, 
Lecherous Men: A Feminist Philosophy of Sex 

 
Optional: 
o Marilyn Friedman and Larry May, “Harming Women as a Group” 

 
10/31: Prostitution/Sex Work (continued) 

• LeMoncheck, “I Only Do it for the Money” (pp. 135-148) 
 

Optional: 
o Martha Nussbaum, “‘Whether from Reason or Prejudice’: Taking Money for Bodily 

Services” (read Section III (pp. 700-707) and skim Section V (pp.710-723) 
 

Week 11 
11/05: Queering Sex 

• Lauren Berlant and Michael Warner, “Sex in Public” 
 
UNIT 4: THEORY 
 
11/07: Rawls 

• John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (excerpt) 
 
Week 12 
11/12: Habermas (A Critique of Rawls) 

• Habermas, “Reconciliation Through the Public Use of Reason: Remarks on John Rawls’s 
Political Liberalism” (pp. 109-119; 126-131) 
 

o Optional: Rawls, “Political Liberalism: Reply to Habermas” 
 
11/14: Habermas’ Public Sphere 

• Richard Bernstein, “The Normative Core of the Public Sphere” 
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Week 13 
11/19: Arendt 

• Kathryn Gines (Kathryn Sophia Belle), “The Three Realms of Human Life: The Political, 
the Social, and the Private” from Hannah Arendt and the Negro Question 

 
11/21: Women and Public Life  

• Audre Lorde, “Uses of the Erotic” 
• Amy Allen, “The Public Sphere: Ideology and/or Ideal?” 

 
Ø Final exam topics distributed in class  

 
FALL BREAK  
 
Week 14 
12/03: Conclusion/Final Exam Review 

• No reading 
 
12/05: Prof. Chae @ CHAT’s Distinguished Faculty Lecture series 

• No reading 
 

Ø FINAL EXAM DUE Friday, December 13 at noon (online AND in my mailbox) 
 


